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responsibilities that they have to meet. And our
children have responsibilities that they have to
meet.

It’s not just parents. It’s the children too. Our
kids need to understand nobody is going to
hand them a future. An education is not some-
thing you just tip your head and they pour it in
your ear. [Laughter] You’ve got to want it.
You’ve got to reach out and claim that future for
yourself. And you can’t make excuses.

I know life is tough for a lot of young people
in this country. The places where Urban
League is working to make a difference, you see
it every day. I’m coming from the South Side of
Chicago, so I know—I see what young people
are going through there. And at certain points
in our lives, young Black men and women may
feel the sting of discrimination. Too many of
them may feel trapped in a community where
drugs and violence and unemployment are per-
vasive, and they’re forced to wrestle with things
that no child should have to face.

There are all kinds of reasons for our chil-
dren to say, “No, I can’t.” But our job is to say to
them, “Yes, you can.” Yes, you can overcome.
Yes, you can persevere. Yes, you can make what
you will out of your lives.

I know they can because I know the charac-
ter of America’s young people. I saw them vol-
unteer on my campaign. They asked me ques-
tions in town hall meetings. They write me let-
ters about their trials and aspirations.

I got a letter recently postmarked Covington,
Kentucky. It was from Na’Dreya Lattimore, 10
years old, about the same age as Sasha. And she
told me about how her school had closed, so she
had enrolled in another. Then she had bumped
up against other barriers to what she felt was
her potential. So Na’Dreya was explaining to

me how we need to improve our education sys-
tem. She closed by saying this: “One more
thing,” she said—[laughter]—this is a long let-
ter—[laughter]—“You need to look at us differ-
ently. We are not Black, we’re not White, bira-
cial, Hispanic, Asian, or any other nationality.”
No, she wrote, “We are the future.”

Na’Dreya, you are right. And that’s why I will
keep fighting to lead us out of this storm. But
I’m also going to keep fighting alongside the
Urban League to make America more perfect
so that young people like Na’Dreya, people of
every race, in every region, are going to be able
to reach for that American Dream. They’re go-
ing to know that there are brighter days ahead,
that their future is full of boundless possibilities.
I believe that, and I know the Urban League
does too.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 a.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Marc H. Morial,
president and chief executive officer, National
Urban League; Alan S. Blinder, Gordon S.
Rentschler Memorial Professor of Economics,
Princeton University; Mark Zandi, chief econo-
mist and cofounder, Moody’s Analytics, in his
former capacity as chief economic adviser to
2008 Republican Presidential nominee Sen.
John S. McCain III; Shirley Sherrod, former
Georgia State Director for Rural Development,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, who was fired
after the release of an edited video of remarks
she had made at a March 2010 NAACP event;
his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng; and Nicole “Snoo-
ki” Polizzi, castmember, MTV’s “The Jersey
Shore” program. He also referred to S. 1789.

Remarks on Signing Legislation To Protect Indian Arts and Crafts Through
the Improvement of Applicable Criminal Proceedings, and for Other
Purposes
July 29, 2010

Thank you, everybody. Please have a seat.
I want to start obviously by thanking Lisa for

her introduction and having the courage to

share her story with all of us today. It’s for every
survivor like Lisa who has never gotten their
day in court and for every family that feels like
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justice is beyond reach and for every tribal com-
munity struggling to keep its people safe that I’ll
be signing the Tribal Law and Order Act into
law today. 

And in doing so, I intend to send a clear mes-
sage that all of our people, whether they live in
our biggest cities or our most remote reserva-
tions, have the right to feel safe in their own
communities and to raise their children in
peace and enjoy the fullest protection of our
laws. 

And as many of you know, I campaigned on
this issue. And during our last—during our trib-
al conference last year, I pledged my adminis-
tration’s fullest support for this bill. And I told
Senator Dorgan last week that I intended to
sign it in a ceremony here at the White House
with all of you. So today I am proud to make
good on my word. 

Now, I’m told there’s a Seneca proverb that
says, “He who would do great things should not
attempt them all alone.” [Laughter] And that’s
particularly true of this legislation, which is the
product of tireless efforts by countless individu-
als across this country. Congressional leaders
like Senator Dorgan, Representative Herseth
Sandlin, and others who are here today, and
tribal leaders like Chairman Marcus Levings,
President Theresa Two Bulls, President Diane
Enos, Chief Chad Smith, Vice Chairman Jona-
than Windy Boy—we are grateful to all of them
for their extraordinary support. And then we’ve
got leaders in our administration like Attorney
General Holder and Secretary Salazar, Kimber-
ly Teehee, Jodi Gillette here at the White
House who worked tirelessly on this legislation. 

And that’s nothing to say of all the dedicated
judges and prosecutors and tribal and BIA law
enforcement officers—some of whom are here
today—who’ve supported these efforts, and the
determined survivors most of all, like Lisa, who
even when it’s too late to undo what happened
to them, still speak out to seek justice for others. 

All of you come at this from different angles,
but you’re united in support of this bill because
you believe, like I do, that it is unconscionable
that crime rates in Indian Country are more
than twice the national average and up to 20
times the national average on some reserva-

tions. And all of you believe, like I do, that when
one in three Native American women will be
raped in their lifetimes, that is an assault on our
national conscience; it is an affront to our
shared humanity; it is something that we cannot
allow to continue. 

So ultimately, it’s not just the Federal Gov-
ernment’s relationship with tribal governments
that compels us to act, it’s not just our obliga-
tions under treaty and under law, but it’s also
our values as a nation that are at stake. And
that’s why earlier this year, after extensive con-
sultations with tribal leaders, Attorney General
Holder announced significant reforms to in-
crease prosecutions of crimes committed in In-
dian Country. He hired more assistant U.S. at-
torneys and more victim-witness specialists.
And he even created a position for a National
Indian Country Training Coordinator who will
work with prosecutors and law enforcement of-
ficers throughout Indian Country. 

And under Secretary Salazar’s leadership,
we’re launching new community policing pilot
programs. We’ve overhauled the recruitment
process for BIA officers, resulting in a 500-per-
cent jump in applications and the largest hiring
increase in history. And we’re working to deploy
those officers to the field as quickly as possible.

The bill I’m signing into law today will build
on these efforts, because it requires the Justice
Department to disclose data on cases in Indian
Country that it declines to prosecute, and it
gives tribes greater authority to prosecute and
punish criminals themselves. It expands recruit-
ment and retention and training for BIA and
tribal officers and gives them better access to
criminal databases. It includes new provisions
to prevent counterfeiting of Indian-produced
crafts and new guidelines and training for do-
mestic violence and sex crimes. And it strength-
ens tribal courts and police departments and
enhances programs to combat drug and alcohol
abuse and help at-risk youth. 

So these are significant measures that will
empower tribal nations and make a real differ-
ence in people’s lives. Because as I said during
our tribal conference, I have no interest in just
paying lip service to the problems we face. I
know that too often this community has heard
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grand promises from Washington that turned
out to be little more than empty words. And I
pledged to you then that if you gave me a
chance, this time it would be different. I told
you I was committed to moving forward and
forging a new and better future together in ev-
ery aspect of our government-to-government
relationship.

And slowly but surely, that is exactly what we
are doing. At this moment, agencies across our
Government are implementing detailed plans
to increase coordination and consultation with
tribal governments, and I intend to hold them
accountable for following through. 

We’ve also included a permanent reauthori-
zation of the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act in the health care reform legislation we
passed this spring. We’re strengthening tribal
education. We’re working to spur economic de-
velopment throughout Indian Country. And in
consultation with Indian tribes, we’re now for-
mally reviewing the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. And after
14 long years, we’ve finally settled the Cobell
case and we’re working with Congress to get the
settlement approved as quickly as possible.

So we’re moving forward, and we’re making
progress. And as we celebrate today, I’m re-
minded of a visit I made a couple of years ago to
the Crow Nation out in Montana. While I was
there, I was adopted into the nation by a won-
derful couple, Hartford and Mary Black Ea-
gle—so I’m Barack Black Eagle. [Laughter] But
I was also given a Crow name that means “One
Who Helps People Throughout the Land.” And
it’s a name that I view not as an honor that I de-
serve, but as a responsibility that I must work to
fulfill.

And looking back, I can’t help but think that
only in America could a guy like me, named
Barack Obama, adoptive son of the Crow Na-
tion, go on to become President. [Laughter] So
that was improbable when it happened 2 years
ago—[laughter]—but it would have been in-

conceivable a generation or two before that.
And I think the same could be said of this legis-
lation. 

And that should ultimately give us all hope. It
should remind us that our Union has a way of,
over time, becoming more, and not less, per-
fect, more inclusive, more fair, more free. And
that’s because of people like you and leaders
and public servants and everyday folks who un-
derstand that we’re more than just heirs to a dif-
ficult past. Here in America, we have a chance
to choose a different future and to heed those
better angels of our nature and cast our lot with
something bigger than ourselves. 

So it’s in that spirit that I hope we define the
relationship between our nations in the years
ahead, and it is the goal of this legislation that I
am proud to sign into law today.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

There you go. It’s done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:58 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lisa M. Iyotte, education special-
ist, Sicangu Coalition Against Sexual & Domes-
tic Violence; Marcus D. Levings, chairman,
Three Affiliated Tribes; Theresa B. Two Bulls,
president, Oglala Sioux Tribe; Diane Enos,
president, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community; Chadwick “Corntassel” Smith,
principal chief, Cherokee Nation; Jonathan
Windy Boy, vice chairman, Chippewa Cree
Tribal Council; Senior Policy Adviser for Native
American Affairs Kimberly K. Teehee; and Jodi
Archambault Gillette, Associate Director of the
White House Office of Public Engagement and
Deputy Associate Director of the Office of In-
tergovernmental Affairs. H.R. 725, approved
July 29, was assigned Public Law No. 111–211. 
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Message to the Congress on the National Emergency With Respect to the
Actions of Certain Persons To Undermine the Sovereignty of Lebanon or Its
Democratic Processes and Institutions
July 29, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C.1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency declared
with respect to the actions of certain persons to
undermine the sovereignty of Lebanon or its
democratic processes and institutions is to con-
tinue in effect beyond August 1, 2010. 

While there have been some recent positive
developments in the Syrian-Lebanese relation-
ship, continuing arms transfers to Hizballah that

include increasingly sophisticated weapons sys-
tems serve to undermine Lebanese sovereignty,
contribute to political and economic instability
in the region, and continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency de-
clared on August 1, 2007, to deal with that
threat and the related measures adopted on that
date to respond to the emergency. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 29, 2010.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at the Chrysler Jefferson North Assembly Plant in Detroit, Michigan
July 30, 2010

The President. Hello, Detroit! Well, it is good
to be here. Everybody, if you have a seat, have a
seat. [Laughter] It is good—it’s good to be back.

Audience members. Yeah!
The President. Good to be back. First of all,

give it up to Leah for that wonderful introduc-
tion. 

We’ve got some special guests here that I
want to acknowledge. First of all, your Secretary
of Transportation, who has helped to make sure
that we are guiding this process of rebuilding
the American auto industry and is doing an out-
standing job, from Peoria, Illinois, Secretary
Ray LaHood. Give him a big round of applause. 

Because of a funeral, she couldn’t be here,
but I want everybody to big—give a huge round
of applause to one of the best Governors, in
very tough times, that exists anywhere in the
country, Jennifer Granholm. She’s doing a great

job. Your outstanding new mayor and close to
my heart, NBA Hall of Famer, Dave Bing is in
the house. 

Two of the hardest working Senators any-
where—and they are always thinking about
Michigan and Michigan manufacturing, making
stuff right here in the United States of Ameri-
ca—Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow. Out-
standing Member of Congress, Representative
Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick; UAW President
Bob King is in the house; and Chrysler CEO
Sergio Marchionne. Sergio’s modest. He
doesn’t stand up. [Laughter] But he’s doing a
great job.

So I just had a tour of this outstanding plant
with Sergio and Pat Walsh, your plant manager,
and General Holiefield—now, that’s a name
right there—[laughter]—General Holiefield,
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